
 

FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY OF BERKELEY HEIGHTS PUBLIC LIBRARY 
 

Board of Trustees April 13, 2026 Regular Meeting Minutes DRAFT 
 

Board President Barnes called the meeting to order at 7:04pm.  Barnes read the following 
statement: “In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, this meeting was advertised by 
legal notices in the Courier News. Notice was also posted at Town Hall, BHPL Website and sent 
to TAPinto BH at least 48 hours in advance. This meeting was included in a list of meetings 
approved December 8, 2025.” 
 
1. Roll Call 
 
Board members present: Mary Jean Barnes, Diane O’Halloran, Athena Sapir, Patty Pinies, Liz 
Gosen, Duane Wilcox, Chris Reilly 
 
Not present: BH Superintendent of Schools Dr. Kim Feltre, Mayor Angie Devanney, BHPL 
Director Amy Steinbauer 
 
Also present: BHPL Assistant Director Maureen Langley, Library Attorney Kristin Hayes, Louisa 
Grossman  
 
2. Introduction: New Mayor Alternate to the Board 
 
The new Mayor’s Alternate, Louisa Grossman was inducted.  The Oath of Office was read and 
signed by Ms. Grossman.  Assistant Director Langley will update the Board Directory. 
 
3. Secretary’s Report 
 
The board reviewed the March 2026 Board Meeting Minutes. Board President Barnes noted that 
the resolutions should also be included when posting the minutes to the library website.  Board 
member Reilly motioned to approve the March 2026 Board Meeting Minutes, Gosen seconded, 
Grossman abstained.  All in favor and the motion passed. 
 
Board member Reilly motioned to approve the March 2026 Executive Session Board Minutes, 
seconded by Gosen, Grossman abstained.  All in favor and the motion passed. 
 
4. Treasurer’s Report  
 
Dr. Feltre arrived at the meeting at 7:13pm. 
 
Board member Reilly stepped down as Treasurer and Board member Gosen volunteered to 
become Treasurer.  Board President Barnes motioned to nominate Gosen, seconded by Wilcox.  
All in favor and the motion passed.  It was noted that Gosen would need to be bonded, provided 
bank account access, and added to the bank’s list of approved signatories. Reilly would need to 



 

be removed from the bank’s list of approved signatories.  Also noted is Pinies will be stepping 
down from the Finance Committee.    
 
The board reviewed the March 2026 Revenue & Expense Statement and it was noted that the 
Quarterly Township payment was included. 
 
The board reviewed the March 2026 Operating Budget Report, noting that the subtotal column 
needed to be recalculated. Assistant Director Langley to circulate an updated Report post board 
meeting. 
 
The board reviewed the March 2026 Bill List. Gosen motioned to approve the March 2026 Bill 
List with a total of $43,355.41, seconded by Pinies.  All in favor and the motion passed. 
 
The board reviewed the March 2026 Township Financial Report and 2026 YTD Township 
Financial Report. 
 
Board members were reminded to complete the Financial Disclosure Form from the Township 
Clerk by April 30, 2026. 
 
5. Correspondence and Gifts 
A letter from the President of the Friends of BHPL, Sharon Loeb, was received. 
 
6. Board Reports 
 
Facility Committee 

●​ Information concerning access to the HVAC and HVAC cleaning has been requested 
from the Township Administrator. 

●​ The library received an update from the Township that they have received 5 RFI’s 
concerning plans for building repairs.  

●​ Suggested dates for the upcoming Mold Inspection sent to the Township. 
●​ The board discussed the Township’s request that the library pay for the mold inspection.   
●​ The inventory of the library technology, furnitures, and collections has been completed. 

Next step is to determine correct coverage. 
●​ New procedure in place to identify ongoing and new building leaks. 
●​ Reilly suggested  looking into more permanent outdoor signage for the library, to replace 

letters in windows.  Staff to review the shared service agreement to determine 
viability/options. 

Finance Committee 
●​ Upcoming meeting on 4/15 

Personnel Committee 
●​ Gosen motioned to approve the redlined version of the Head of Access Services 

Department job description, seconded by Wilcox.  All in favor and the motion passed. 
●​ Sapir motioned to approve the Programming and Marketing Librarian job description, 

seconded by Pinies.  All in favor and the motion passed. 



 

●​ Sapir motioned to approve the Outreach Librarian job description, with the 
recommended change of “shelve library materials weighing up to 30 pounds” to “shelve 
library materials weighing up to 40 pounds” seconded by Gosen.  All in favor and the 
motion passed. 

●​ An updated organizational chart was briefly reviewed. 
Bylaws and Policy Committee 

●​ O’Halloran motioned to approve the updated Use of Public Access Internet Policy, 
seconded by Sapir.  All in favor and the motion passed. 

Technology 
●​ No meeting and nothing to report 

Marketing 
●​ No meeting and nothing to report 

Friends 
●​ The Friends Jewelry sale will take place on Saturday May 2nd from 10am-4pm.  Over 

1,000 pieces of jewelry have been donated and prices will start at $1. 
●​ The Friends swag sale raised $277.00 for the Friends. 

 
7. Citizen Hearing (Name and address) 
 
No citizen’s present. 
 
8. Director’s Report 
 
Assistant Director Langley highlighted the success of the Learn with Bubbles early literacy 
program, which saw 121 participants in the first 2 months.  Other highlights included National 
Library Week activities, including a staff celebration, the Play Kitchen ribbon cutting which took 
place on March 25, the popularity of Mahjong program, and the new Tween graphic novel 
collection created by the Youth Services Department. 
 
Also noted was that circulation assistant Nick will retire on April 30, and the Governor’s budget 
for the PCSA and Library Network were kept flat for the upcoming year. 
 
The Board has requested statistics for transits within the Main Library Alliance be added to the 
Library Statistics report on an ongoing basis. 
 
9. Liaison’s Report 
 

●​ Schools/Superintendent 
○​ The referendum passed, noting that the full impact of the tax increase will not be 

felt until next year.  The bond will be ready by the end of the week. 
○​ The budget presentation will take place on April 30. 
○​ The Hang up and Drive safety event, in partnership with the library, will take 

place on April 15. 
●​ Mayor/Township 



 

○​ Nothing to report. 
 
10. Old Business 
 
Assistant Director Langley provided updates concerning QPA and purchasing options for larger 
projects, including the library’s membership to the Educational Services Commission of New 
Jersey (ESCNJ) Cooperative Pricing System, which allows the library to go above the cost 
threshold without needing to complete the bidding process.  The Board determined that the 
Security Camera project was top priority and information regarding this project will be provided 
at the May board meeting. 
 
Non-fair and Open Contract Resolutions 

●​ Gosen motioned to approve the Bibliotheca Resolution, seconded by Sapir.  All in favor 
and the motion passed. 

●​ Gosen motioned to approve the Demco Resolution, seconded by Sapir.  All in favor and 
the motion passed. 

●​ Wilcox motioned to approve the Hoopla/Midwest Tape Resolution, seconded by Gosen.  
All in favor and the motion passed. 

●​ O’Halloran motioned to approve the Ingram Resolution, seconded by Sapir.  All in favor 
and the motion passed. 

●​ O’Halloran motioned to approve the Main Library Consortium Resolution, seconded by 
Pinies  All in favor and the motion passed. 

●​ O’Halloran motioned to approve the Overdrive Resolution, seconded by Sapir.  All in 
favor and the motion passed. 

 
11. New Business 
 
Assistant Director Langley informed the board of the new requirements for board member 
training - each member of the board of trustees must complete a total of 2 hours of training.  
The board discussed having a one 2-hour training  for all board members. Board President 
Barnes requested the Trustees to reach out to Director Steinbauer if interested.  
 
The board approved the renewal of the New Jersey Library Trustee Association (NJLTA) 
Membership. 
 
12. Executive Session 
President Barnes read the Resolution to enter the Executive Session. Sapir motioned to enter 
into Executive Session, seconded by Gosen.  All in favor and the motion passed.  The Board 
entered into Executive Session at 8:42pm.   
 
Board exits Executive Session at 9:26pm, no action taken. 
 
The Board continued its discussion about payment for the mold inspection, agreeing that staff 
should continue logging all costs for eventual request for reimbursement from the Township. 



 

 
13. Adjournment 
 
There being no further business, Sapir moved to adjourn the meeting at 9:28pm, seconded by 
Gosen, all voted in favor, and the motion passed. 
 
 
 
  
 
 


